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New data on Pterophoridae of Oman. Part 2
(Lepidoptera: Pterophoridae)

P. Ya. Ustjuzhanin, V. N. Kovtunovich, A. N. Streltzov
& A. K. Ustjuzhanina

Abstract

Three Pterophoridae species are reported as new for the fauna of Oman. To the 17 previously known species
from Oman (USTJUZHANIN et al., 2019) we have added three more: Agdistis hakimah Arenberger, 1985,
Exelastis montischristi (Walsingham, 1897) and Exelastis pumilio (Zeller, 1873). We provide photos of the adult
and male genitals of the rare and little studied species A. hakimah and give data on the distribution of all the
listed species.
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Nuevos datos sobre Pterophoridae de Omán. Parte 2
(Lepidoptera: Pterophoridae)

Resumen

Se registran tres especies de Pterophoridae como nuevas para la fauna de Omán. De las 17 especies
previamente conocidas de Omán (USTJUZHANIN et al., 2019) añadimos tres más: Agdistis hakimah
Arenberger, 1985, Exelastis montischristi (Walsingham, 1897) y Exelastis pumilio (Zeller, 1873).
Proporcionamos fotos del adulto y genitalia del macho de la rara y poco estudiado especie A. hakimah y damos
datos sobre la distribución de todas las especies listadas.
PALABRAS CLAVE: Lepidoptera, Pterophoridae, biodiversidad, nuevos datos, Omán.

Introduction

Examining the specimens collected in spring and autumn of 2019 in southern Oman by O. Pak
and E. Ivanova, we found eight Pterophoridae species, three of them proved to be new for the fauna
of the country. Consequently, the Pterophoridae fauna of Oman currently includes 20 species. The
studied specimens are deposited in the collection of the Zoological Institute St. Petersburg, Russia
(ZISP) and in the Collection of P. Ustjuzhanin and V. Kovtunovich (Novosibirsk and Moscow,
Russia, CUK).

List of species (the species new to the fauna of Oman are marked with *)

*Agdistis hakimah Arenberger, 1985 (Figs 1-3)
Agdistis hakimah Arenberger, 1985. Fauna Saudi Arabia, 7: 166, figs 5, 12-13
Type locality: Hakimah near Abu Arish, SAUDI ARABIA
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Material examined: S. OMAN, Dhofar Govern., 28 km W Salalah, 200 m, 16º59’N 53º49’E, 1 1,
28-VIII-2019, E. Ivanova leg.

Distribution: Saudi Arabia, Yemen, Bahrain (GIELIS, 2003). New species for Oman.

Agdistis omani Arenberger, 2008
Agdistis omani Arenberger, 2008. Z. ArbGem. öst. Ent., 60(2): 82, figs 1-3
Type locality: W of Salalah, OMAN

Material examined: S. OMAN, Dhofar Govern., Shalim Wa Juzor Al Hallaniyyat env., near Ashgul
vil., env., 18º07’N, 55º42’E, 253 m, 1 1, 14-IV-2019, O. Pak leg.

Distribution: Oman.

Deuterocopus socotranus Rebel, 1907
Deuterocopus socotranus Rebel, 1907. Lep. Sokotr.: 85, fig. 37
Type locality: W Socotra [YEMEN]

Material examined: S. OMAN, Dhofar Govern., near Rakhyut vil., 16º45’N, 53º24’E, 30 m, 2 ex.,
27-VIII-2019, O. Pak leg.; Dhofar Govern., 28 km W Salalah, 16º59’N, 53º49’E, 200 m, 1 1, 28-VIII-
2019, O. Pak & E. Ivanova leg.

Distribution: Middle East (Yemen, Oman), SE Asia, Africa, Australia.

Megalorhipida leucodactylus (Fabricius, 1794)
Pterophorus leucodactylus Fabricius, 1794. Ent. syst., 3(2): 346
Type locality: Americae meridionalis [VIRGIN ISLANDS]

= Pterophorus defectalis Walker, 1864. Cat. Lep. Het. B. M., 30: 943
Type locality: SIERRA LEONE
= Pterophorus congrualis Walker, 1864. Cat. Lep. Het. B. M., 30: 943
Type locality: South Hindostan [INDIA]
= Pterophorus oxydactylus Walker, 1864. Cat. Lep. Het. B. M., 30: 943
Type locality: Ceylon [SRI LANKA]
= Aciptilia hawaiiensis Butler, 1881. Ann. Mag. nat. Hist., (5)7: 408
Type locality: Uoluolu, Maui, Hawaii Islands [USA]
= Trichoptilus ochrodactylus Fish, 1881. Can. Ent., 13: 142
Type locality: Texas, USA
= Trichoptilus centetes Meyrick, 1886. Trans. Ent. Soc. London, 1886: 16
Type locality: Port Moresby, NEW GUINEA
= Trichoptilus compsochares Meyrick, 1886. Trans. Ent. Soc. London, 1886: 16
Type locality: St. Vicent, CAPE VERDE ISLANDS
= Trichoptilus adelphodes Meyrick, 1887. Trans. Ent. Soc. London, 1887(3): 266
Type locality: AUSTRALIA
= Trichoptilus ralumensis Pagenstecher, 1900. Zoologica, 29: 239
Type locality: Kalum, BISMARCK ISLANDS
= Trichoptilus derelictus Meyrick, 1926. Trans. Ent. Soc. London, 74: 276
Type locality: Galapagos Islands ECUADOR
= Megalorhipida palaestinensis Amsel, 1935. Mitt. Zool. Mus. Berlin, 20: 293, pl. 10, fig. 27
Type locality: Palestina, Jerusalem [ISRAEL]
Material examined: S. OMAN, Dhofar Govern., near Rakhyut vil., 16º45’N, 53º24’E, 30 m, 1 1, 27-

VIII-2019, O. Pak leg.; Dhofar Govern., 28 km W Salalah, 16º59’N, 53º49’E, 200 m, 1 0, 28-VIII-
2019, O. Pak & E. Ivanova leg.

Distribution: Widespread throughout tropical and subtropical regions.
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Exelastis ebalensis (Rebel, 1907)
Alucita ebalensis Rebel, 1907. Lep. Sokotr.: 84, pl. 1
Type locality: Ma’alle Ebene, Aden [YEMEN]

= Exelastis caroli Gielis, 2008. Zoöl. Meded. Leiden, 82(6): 48, figs 6, 16
Type locality: 18 km S Malindi, Watamu, KENYA
Material examined: S. OMAN, Dhofar Govern., 28 km W Salalah, 16º59’N, 53º49’E, 200 m, 1 0,

28-VIII-2019, O. Pak & E. Ivanova leg.
Distribution: Yemen, Oman, Kenya, Ghana.

*Exelastis montischristi (Walsingham, 1897)
Pterophorus montischristi Walsingham, 1897. Proc. zool. Soc. London, 1897: 59
Type locality: Santo Domingo, Monte Christi, DOMINICAN REPUBLIC

= Pterophorus cervinicolor Barnes & McDunnough, 1913. Cont. nat. Hist. Lep. N. Amer., 2(4):
185, pl. 4, fig. 10
Type locality: Florida, USA
Material examined: OMAN, Dhofar W of Salalah, 17º01’N, 53º55’E, 120 m, 1 1, 2 00, 06-IX-

2013, D. Agassiz leg.; Dhofar Govern., 6 km N Rakhyut vil., near Ashgul vil., env., 16º48’N, 53º26’E,
87 m, 1 0, 23-VIII-2019; Dhofar Govern., 6 km N Rakhyut vil., Ashgul vil., env., 16º47’N, 53º25’E,
830 m, 1 0, 26-VIII-2019; Dhofar Govern., 28 km W Salalah, 16º59’N, 53º49’E, 200 m, 1 0, 28-VIII-
2019, O. Pak & E. Ivanova leg.

Distribution: Rep. S. Africa, Eswatini (= Swaziland), Tanzania, Dem. Rep. Congo, Malawi,
Kenya, Namibia, Ethiopia, Zambia, Zimbabwe, Nigeria; USA, Virgin Islands, Martinique, Grenada,
Jamaica, Puerto Rico, Brazil, Galapagos Islands, Bahamas, Barbados, Cayman Islands, Ecuador:
Galapagos Islands, Haiti (DE PRINS & DE PRINS, 2020); Oman. New species for Oman.

*Exelastis pumilo (Zeller, 1873)
Mimeseoptilus pumilio Zeller, 1873. Verh. zool.-bot. Ges. Wien, 23: 324
Type locality: Dallas, Texas, USA

= Marasmarcha liophanes Meyrick, 1886: 19
Type locality: Saint-Denis, RÉUNION ISLAND [FRANCE]
= Mimaesoptilus gilvidorsis Hedemann, 1896 nec Zeller, 1877. Stettin. ent. Ztg., 57: 8
Type locality: St. Croix, VIRGIN ISLANDS [USA]
Material examined: S. OMAN, Dhofar Govern., near Rakhyut vil., 16º45’N, 53º24’E, 30 m, 2 00,

27-VIII-2019, O. Pak leg.
Distribution: Chad, The Gambia, Tanzania, Mali, Zimbabwe, Eswatini, Rep. S. Africa, Seychelles,

Reunion Island, Madagascar, Nigeria, Kenya (DE PRINS & DE PRINS, 2020), Sierra Leone; Nepal,
Cambodia, Myanmar, Philippines, New Guinea; USA, Argentina, Brazil, Ecuador, Bolivia, Colombia,
Suriname, Costa Rica, Cuba, Puerto Rico, Guadeloupe, Mexico, Jamaica, Virgin Islands, Fatu-Hiva,
Guam, Palau (USTJUZHANIN et al., 2019). New species for Oman.

Cosmoclostis lanceata (Arenberger, 1986)
Pselnophorus lanceatus Arenberger, 1985. Fauna Saudi Arabia, 7 (1985): 169, figs 9, 16
Type locality: Faifan, near Gizan, SAUDI ARABIA

= Cosmoclostis gorbunovi Ustjuzhanin & Kovtunovich, 2011. Amurian Zool. J., 3(4): 356, pl. 4,
figs 4, 6, 8
Type locality: West Shewa, 2 km S of Ambo, ETHIOPIA
Material examined: S. OMAN, Dhofar Govern., near Rakhyut vil., 16º45’N, 53º24’E, 30 m, 3 ex.,

27-VIII-2019, O. Pak leg.; Dhofar Govern., 28 km W Salalah, 16º59’N, 53º49’E, 200 m, 6 ex., 28-
VIII-2019, O. Pak & E. Ivanova leg.

Distribution: Saudi Arabia, Yemen, Oman, Ethiopia.

NEW DATA ON PTEROPHORIDAE OF OMAN. PART 2

SHILAP Revta. lepid., 49 (196) diciembre 2021 643



Acknowledgements

The authors express their gratitude to Dr David Agassiz (The Natural History Museum,
London, UK) and Oleg Pak and Elena Ivanova (Donetsk, Ukraine), for the material provided for
examination.

BIBLIOGRAPHY

AMSEL, H. G., 1935.– Neue palästinensische Lepidopteren.– Mitteilungen aus dem Zoologischen Museum in
Berlin, 20(2): 271-319, pls 1-10.

ARENBERGER, E., 1986.– Contribution to the distribution of the Pterophoridae in Saudi-Arabia.– Fauna of Saudi
Arabia, 7 (1985): 165-171.

ARENBERGER, E., 2008.– Pterophoridae aus dem Oman mit der Beschreibung einer neuen Agdistis
(Lepidoptera).– Zeitschrift der Arbeitsgemeinschaft österreichischer Entomologen, 60: 81-86.

BARNES, W. & MCDUNNOUGH, J. H., 1913.– Some apparently new Lepidoptera from southern Florida.–
Contributions to the Natural History of the Lepidoptera of North America, 2(4): 166-195, pls 1-4.

BUTLER, A. G., 1881.– Descriptions of new species of Lepidoptera in the collection of the British Museum.–
Annals and Magazine of Natural History, (5) 7: 31-37, pl. 4.

DE PRINS, J. & DE PRINS, W., 2020.– AfroMoths. Online database of Afrotropical moth species (Lepidoptera).
Available from: http://www.afromoths.net.

FABRICIUS, J. C., 1794.– Entomologia Systematica emendata et aucta. Secundum Classes, Ordines, Genera,
Species, Adjectis synonymis, Locis, observationibus, descriptionibus, 3(2): 349 pp. Hafniae.

FISH, C., 1881.– Pterophoridae.– Canadian Entomologist, 13: 70-74, 140-143.
GIELIS, C., 2003.– Pterophoroidea & Alucitoidea.– World Catalogue of Insects, 4: 198 pp. Apollo Books,

Stenstrup.
GIELIS, C., 2008.– Ten new species of Afrotropical Pterophoridae (Lepidoptera).– Zoölogische Mededelingen,

Leiden, 82(6): 43-57.
HEDEMANN, W., 1896.– Beitrag zur Kenntnis der Microlepidopteren-Fauna von Dänisch-Westindien, II.–

Stettiner Entomologische Zeitung, 57: 3-11.
MEYRICK, E., 1886.– On the classification of the Pterophoridae.– Transactions of the entomological Society of

London, 1886(1): 1-21.
MEYRICK, E., 1887.– Descriptions of some exotic Micro-Lepidoptera.– Transactions of the entomological Society

of London, 1887(3): 269-280.
MEYRICK, E., 1926.– On Micro-Lepidoptera from the Galapagos Islands and Rapa.– Transactions of the

entomological Society of London, 74(2): 269-278.
PAGENSTECHER, A., 1900.– Die Lepidopterenfauna des Bismarck-Archipels.– Zoologica, 12(29): 1-268, pls 1-2.
REBEL, H., 1907.– Lepidopteren aus Südarabien und von der Insel Sokotra.– Denkschriften Mathematischen-

Naturwissenschaftlichen Klasse der Kaiserlichen Akademie der Wissenschaften, 71: 83-87, 117. (final date of
publication of volume 71 in 1931).

USTJUZHANIN, P. Y., KOVTUNOVICH, V. N., GORBUNOV, O. G. & KEMAL, A., 2011.– On the fauna of the
plume moths (Lepidoptera, Pterophoridae) of Ethiopia.– Amurian Zoological Journal, 3(4): 354-357, pl. 4.

USTJUZHANIN, P., KOVTUNOVICH, V., SALDAITIS A. & USTJUZHANINA, A., 2019.– New data on plume
moths (Lepidoptera: Pterophoridae) of Oman.– Zoology in the Middle East , 65: 75-78.
http://dx.doi.org/10.1080/09397140.2018.1540159.

USTJUZHANIN, P., KOVTUNOVICH, V. & STRELTZOV, A., 2019.– To the Pterophoridae fauna (Lepidoptera,
Pterophoridae) of Myanmar (Burma).– Ecologica Montenegrina, 22: 152-156.

WALKER, F., 1864.– List of the Specimens of Lepidopterous Insects in the Collection of the British Museum.
Tineites, 30: i-iv, 837-1096.

WALSINGHAM, L., 1897.– Revision of the West-Indian Micro-Lepidoptera, with descriptions of new species.–
Proceedings of the Zoological Society of London, 1897(1): 54-183.

ZELLER, P. C., 1873.– Beiträge zur Kenntnis der nordamericanischen Nachtfalter, besonders der
Mikrolepidopteren. Zweite Abtheilung.– Verhandlungen der kaiserlich-königlichen zoologisch-botanischen
Gesellschaft in Wien, 23: 201-334.

P. YA. USTJUZHANIN, V. N. KOVTUNOVICH, A. N. STRELTZOV & A. K. USTJUZHANINA

644 SHILAP Revta. lepid., 49 (196) diciembre 2021



*P. Ya. U. V. N. K.
Altai State University Moscow Society of Nature Explorers
Lenina, 61 Bol’shaya Nikitskaya, 6
RU-656049 Barnaul RU-103009 Moscow
RUSIA / RUSSIA RUSIA / RUSSIA
E-mail: petrust@mail.ru E-mail: vasko-69@mail.ru
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-5222-2241 https://orcid.org/0000-0001-5091-4263

y / and A. N. S.
Herzen State Pedagogical University of Russia

Biological Institute Moika Emb., 48
Tomsk State University RU-191186 Saint-Petersburg
Lenina Prospekt, 36 RUSIA / RUSSIA
RU-634050 Tomsk E-mail: streltzov@mail.ru
RUSIA / RUSSIA https://orcid.org/0000-0002-5658-8515

A. K. U.
National Research Tomsk Polytechnic University
Lenina Prospekt, 2
RU-634050 Tomsk
RUSIA / RUSSIA
E-mail: uak@tpu.ru
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-0582-9489

*Autor para la correspondencia / Corresponding author

(Recibido para publicación / Received for publication 22-III-2021)
(Revisado y aceptado / Revised and accepted 9-IV-2021)
(Publicado / Published 30-XII-2021)

NEW DATA ON PTEROPHORIDAE OF OMAN. PART 2

SHILAP Revta. lepid., 49 (196) diciembre 2021 645



Figs 1-3.– 1. Biotope: S. Oman, Dhofar Govern., near Rakhyut vil. Photo O. Pak. 2-3. Agdistis hakimah
Arenberger, 1985. 2. Adult male. 3. Male genitalia.
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