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Abstract

Hyperlais lutosalis (Mann, 1862) is reported for the first time from the Maltese Islands. A Maltese name 
is proposed for this new record.
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Hyperlais lutosalis (Mann, 1862) nuevo para los Lepidoptera de Malta
(Lepidoptera: Pyraloidea, Crambidae, Glaphyriinae)

Resumen

Hyperlais lutosalis (Mann, 1862) se menciona por primera vez para Malta. Se propone un nombre 
maltés para este nuevo registro.
Palabras clave: Lepidoptera, Pyraloidea, Crambidae, Glaphyriinae, Hyperlais lutosalis, Malta.

Introduction

The superfamily Pyraloidea, a diverse taxonomic group encompassing approximately 16,000 described 
species worldwide (Heppner, 1991), showcases a notable regional variation in species distribution. In 
Europe, around 914 species have been documented (Nuss et al. 2004), reflecting a substantial presence of this 
superfamily. The Maltese Islands, despite their relatively small size, host a significant portion of Pyraloidea 
diversity, with 172 recorded species documented (Sammut, 2020), underscoring the importance of these 
islands as a habitat for a diverse array of moth species within the Pyraloidea. The genus Hyperlais Marion, 
1959 is represented locally with two other species, Hyperlais nemausalis (Duponchel, 1834) and Hyperlais 
argillacealis (Zeller, 1847) (Sammut, 2020). Hyperlais lutosalis was originally described from Bursa, Turkey 
(Kemal et al. 2020). Hyperlais lutosalis (Mann, 1862) is being here added to the Maltese Lepidopterofauna.

Material examined 

MALTA, 1 ♂, Żebbuġ, 17-II-2024, [35º52’5.86”N,14º26’20.35”E] [at light], A. Catania leg., in coll. 
A. Catania.

Discussion

According to Varenne & Nel (2011), the first reference to Hyperlais lutosalis in Europe was from 
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Southern France, noted under the synonym Hyperlais cruzae Agenjo, 1953. Subsequently, Gastón et al. 
(2015) recorded Hyperlais lutosalis from Spain, France, Sardinia, Croatia, and the European portion of 
Turkey. Although Hyperlais lutosalis typically appears in Europe in limited and scattered occurrences, 
reports indicate a significantly higher prevalence in North Africa, especially in countries like Morocco, 
Algeria, and Tunisia (Leraut, 2012). The biology of this 
species is yet unknown, but records indicate that it is on 
the wing between the months of February and August, 
possibly with two generations per year (Leraut, 2012). 
Honey & Riddiford (2015) extended the flight period to 
October and Varenne & Nel (2011) prolonged the flight 
period further to November. It flies in various altitudes 
between sea level in Almeria and 1400 metres in Espuña 
(Murcia). It is typical of arid semi-desert biotopes, 
inhabiting only the south-eastern tip of the Iberian 
Peninsula (Gastón et al. 2015). The species is new to the 
Maltese Lepidopterofauna and we propose the Maltese name Ħajperlajs Lewn it-Tafal after a transliteration 
of the scientific name.

Conclusion

The appearance of Hyperlais lutosalis in Malta is interesting, prompting considerations about the 
changing climate. Species from North Africa are increasingly making their way to southern Europe, seeking 
similar or even more favourable breeding grounds for their survival and proliferation. Recent records include 
Eremopola lenis magnifica (Rothschild, 1914), possibly driven with the southern wind from the coastal areas 
of Libya (Catania, et al. 2022). Another notable instance is Drasteria philippina (Austaut, 1880), a species 
typical of the North African semi-arid habitat (Catania, 2019). Other species that regularly visit our 250W 
Mercury lamp and 18W UV tubes are Agrotis herzogi Rebel, 1911, Agrotis haifae Staudinger,1897 and 
Cerocala algirica Oberthür,1876 all known to disperse and or migrate. Their records have increased, and this 
is always possible when they are assisted by currents from North Africa (Agius, 2022).
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